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able calm, so that we might use our guns and
approach her at pleasure. We found her laden
with victuals, which we received as sent of God's
great mercy/ Then * Yellow Jack' broke out,
and the men began to fall sick and die. The
company consisted of seventy-three men; and
twenty-eight of these perished of the fever,
among them the surgeon himself and Drake's
own brother.

But on the 3d of February, 1573, Drake was
ready for the dash on Panama. Leaving behind
about twenty-five men to guard the base, he began
the overland march with a company of fifty, all
told, of whom thirty-one were picked Maroons.
The fourth day out Drake climbed a forest giant
on the top of the Divide, saw the Atlantic behind
him and the Pacific far in front, and vowed that
if he lived he would sail an English ship over the
great South Sea. Two days more and the party
left the protecting forest for the rolling pampas
where the risk of being seen increased at every
step. Another day's march and Panama was
sighted as they topped the crest of one of the
bigger waves of ground. A clever Maroon went
ahead to spy out the situation and returned to
say that two recuas would leave at dusk, one